Surveillance of Small Renal Masses.
The widespread utilization of imaging has led to an increasing incidence of small renal masses (SRMs). However, at least 20% are benign. Nevertheless, nephron-sparing surgery is the standard treatment for SRMs without pretreatment characterization with biopsy. Elderly patients and patients with multiple comorbidities and limited life expectancy may safely be managed with active surveillance with low risk of disease progression and mortality. An initial period of observation to determine tumor growth kinetics is safe and appropriate in select candidates. Renal tumor biopsy is accurate, safe and should be considered for SRMs prior to finalizing treatment plans.